[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, State, ZIP]
[Email Address]
[Date]
The Honorable [Representative / Senator Name]
[Office Address]
Dear [Representative / Senator Name],
I am writing to express my concern regarding the U.S. Department of Education’s recent decision to remove architecture from the list of recognized professions eligible for certain federal borrowing and loan programs. While I appreciate the imperative of finding ways to reduce spending, this change carries serious unintended consequences and may even result in the opposite of the desired effect by triggering unforeseen costs in other areas.
The first responsibility of all licensed architects is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public in every project they design. The education, experience, and examinations required to become an architect demand deep commitment, skill, and significant financial investment that often results in crushing student debt. This Department of Education change risks weakening the pipeline of future architects by discouraging students interested in entering the profession and further burdening students who are already studying architecture at an accredited institution, particularly those from underrepresented or lower income backgrounds.
Architecture thrives on inclusive participation from those with a range of perspectives. Our communities rely on architects who design empathetically to support our daily lives, address local needs, advance sustainability, and create spaces that inspire us. Limiting access to architectural education weakens the profession’s ability to meet these essential needs.
I respectfully ask your office to revisit the rationale for this policy change. Reinstating architecture as an eligible profession within federal borrowing frameworks is a cause worth fighting for. Supporting equitable access to architectural education is not only fair for our young citizens, but essential for maintaining the safety and vitality of the places on which all our communities depend.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I appreciate your service and commitment to serving our community.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

